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Motzei Shabbos, November 12th 

Rebbeim Melaveh Malkah 
 

Sunday, November 20th 

Hascholas Chumash  

Celebration 

Young Israel of Passaic 
10:45-12:00 

see back page 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Wednesday, November 23rd  

Clifton Cheder Lecture Series 

Rabbi YY Rubinstein 

see page 16 
 

Thursday, November 24th 

Thanksgiving 
All Programs:12:30 Dismissal 

 

Friday, November 25th 

Thanksgiving Weekend 
EC & Pre1A Girls: No Sessions 

 

Sunday, November 27th 

Limudei Kodesh In-Service 

Grades 1-8: 10:00 Opening 

No Minyan 

CALENDAR 

CLIFTON CHEDER 

123 INDUSTRIAL EAST 

CLIFTON, NJ 07012 

(973) 472-0011  

By: Avigdor Urbach 

Grade 6 

These past 2 weeks have put lots of fun in the Clifton Cheder, because there’s 

an election going on. I doubt it is what you are thinking of; it is an election for 

cookies and/or ice pops. The preparation was frantic, people were putting up 

posters, practicing songs, and handing out cookies. 

The polling put ice pops in the lead, but some people may have not voted yet, 

or some people may change their votes, so the polling does not mean that 

much. Cookies still has a chance in the race. I have no idea why, but it seems 

like a lot of people from cookies plan/planned to change their votes to ice 

pops. It is a close game and your vote can make the difference! 

And the Winner Is… 

(continued on page 15) 

November 11, 2016 

 4:22 :הדלקת נרות

ז“חשון תשע‘ י  

Mrs. Rina Gilden, General Studies Principal, Lower Divisions 

Rabbi Yonah G. Lazar, Dean 

Mrs. Melissa Levit, Early Childhood Director 

 ש ת ת   ק ו ד ש   ך ר ש ת   ל     ל     

ד“תס  

Mrs. Debra Goldberg, General Studies Principal, Older Division 

Mrs. Hadassah Svei, Bais Yaakov Supervisor  
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Enjoying Early Childhood 
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Enjoying Early Childhood 
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Dirshu Daf Yomi B’halacha 

program at the beginning of 

אורח חיים סימן  in ,חודש מרחשון

ח“קס , beginning with the 

i n t r i -

c a t e 

 of הלכות

תציעת  

 .הךת

The current 

l e a r n i n g 

addresses 

such ques-

tions as 

which type 

of loaf to 

make המוציא 

on, ם‘‘ךת עכו  

vs. ךת ישראל 

and the 

soon to be-

come clear 

ךת  of הלכות

 - התא תכסנין

“ b r e a d ” 

made from 

ingredients 

added to 

the basic 

flour and 

water reci-

pe, (knishes, 

c r a c k e r s , 

c r o u t o n s , 

etc.). 

Each morning’s הלכות are 

followed by דתרי מוסר currently 

….well not exactly, although it 

was dark outside at 7:05 a.m. for 

the first two days,     . 

Seven lucky members of the staff 

have begun 

arriving in 

school 35 

minutes be-

fore מנין. The 

reason, the 

launching of 

Clifton Che-

der’s very 

own  כולל

 !למחנכים

The excite-

ment fills the 

shul  תית

 as the המדרש

pai rs  of 

 חתרותות

tackle the 

daily quota - 

one specific 

page of 

 משנה תרורה

along with a 

facing page 

of contem-

porary  ךסק

 printed הלכה

in the ever 

p o p u l a r 

Dirshu edi-

tion of the 

 .משנה תרורה

Our כולל joined the Worldwide 

taken from the Chofetz Chaim’s 

 as per the Dirshu ,סךר אהתת חסד

Worldwide program. 

The חתרי הכולל will ה“אי  participate 

in monthly Dirshu tests covering 

both the הלכה and מוסר studied. 

Over and again the קול תורה 

continues during the day with 

Rebbeim seeing one another dur-

ing a break, discussing or clarify-

ing a given point from that day’s 

 .לימוד

Since the כולל has begun, 

n u m e r o u s h מחנכים  a v e 

commented how much this סדר

 adds to their day and הלימוד

brings smiles to their faces! 

The Rebbeim would like to ex-

press their הכרת הטות to Rabbi 

Lazar for providing this amazing 

opportunity for them and both 

they and Rabbi Lazar thank the 

 for their display of שלוחי דרחמנא

 .אהתת התורה ומלמדיה

We look forward to hearing great 

 accomplishments from our תורה

growing staff members. 

 ויהי בחצי הלילה....
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(continued on page 6) 

By: Mrs. Rina Gilden, GS Principal, Lower Divisions 

The past two weeks, Baruch Hashem, have been amazing! The halls have been filled with the busy buzz of 

excited activity! Election season brought on its surge of excitement… what would win as the school treat? 

Ice pops or Cookies? Students were seen in small groups surrounding leveled books and leveled work. 

Speeches were being given for class elections. Paper airplanes were flying. There was dirt being searched 

through, seeds being planted, and walks for organic school supplies. There were wacky stories being written 

in funny fonts with lots of underlined words.. All in all, our students were feeling motivated to do their best. 

What is motivation? Motivation is the reason we all act or behave in the way we do. Whether a student rais-

es his hand nicely or calls out in class all depends on his motivator. Is it more important for him to say the 

answer faster, or behave correctly but maybe not get heard? 

The 5 strongest student motivators are connection, capability, counting, courage, and choice. 

Let’s see how these motivators can be seen in our school! 

CONNECTION: Students need to feel connected in many ways. They 

need to feel connected to their teachers, their peers, and their work. 

They need to feel a part of the class, and that what they are doing is 

real. The past two weeks have been filled with learning about the 

election, and the United States system of democracy. Our younger 

students enjoyed watching the middle schoolers campaign, and 

watched their videotaped debates. We all enjoyed the slogans, jin-

gles, and speeches. Casting our votes on Tuesday celebrated the 

connection that we all felt to each other. Across the elementary 

grades, students wrote about the election. They shared their thoughts 

with each other; what they would do if president, or what they would 

say to the president. In second grade, students had their own micro-

election for class governor and mayor. Speeches were read, and 

votes were tallied. Students were given the opportunity to share with 

each other, shine before the teacher, and connect what they were 

learning to the real world. 

The Ma’alos of Motivation 
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COUNT: Students need to feel that they matter, and that they and all of their hard work make a difference. 

Hands-on activities and working together make everyone feel like what they are doing matters. When stu-

dents make, build, or create, they are fostering a strong sense of ownership and care onto their work. In the 

second grade class, students are building models of plants for their ‘plant museum.’ They also conducted 

science experiments to discover characteristics of different ecosystems. The Pre-1A boys class went out to 

build a model of a teiva using helium balloons. Everyone had to work together to be a part of the gigantic 

replica. Everyone’s success in all of these examples was vital to the class working as a 

whole. It all counted! 

CAPABILITY: In order for students to succeed, they need to feel confident that they CAN succeed. They 

need to feel capable. Work cannot be too hard or too easy, it must be just right, and it must be with dignity. 

Students want to know that they are smart! The best way for students to feel capable, is through open-

ended and leveled work. The first grade class just started guided reading groups, where students work with 

the teacher in small groups according to their reading level. Everyone is in a small group, and everyone is 

doing what they can be doing, in a dignified and challenging way. Open-ended reading responses are al-

so becoming a part of our curriculum. Everyone is able to fulfill the same assignment to the best of their abil-

ity. The pre-1A girls’ parsha journal shows the way capability is a motivator. Those girls are starting to write! 

Some students get enriched, some get extra help… the best part is, everyone gets to see their own progress! 

The Ma’alos of Motivation 
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The Ma’alos of Motivation 

COURAGE: Confidence is essential in the ability to wanting to try, and very often the things we are most 

proud of can at one point be considered challenging! When students have courage, they are willing to 

give it a shot. In Mrs. Cherkez’s class, students used ‘authors craft’ to write stories. These stories were a risk, 

filled with personal choice. However, the very fact that the student got to choose led to that cycle of own-

ing and caring about work. When students work together, there is a risk. They are exposed and seen… but 

that risk and the ability to overcome it leads to bigger and better successes. 

CHOICE: The more choices a stu-

dent is given, the more owner-

ship; the more ownership the 

more possible ways for the stu-

dent to flourish. Students learn 

not only how to do what they 

need to do, but how to manage 

themselves in the process. In 

first grade, students are re-

warded for good choices with 

‘morah money.’ Students learn 

how to manage their behavior 

while building up their number 

sense and mathematical skills. 

Then, they get to choose a 

prize at the store! Con-

nected to the world by 

pract ic ing saving, 

budgeting, and good 

shopping, students are 

empowered to find 

themselves accounta-

ble. In third grade, stu-

dents are learning how 

to manage their time 

and manage their study skills. 

They work hard, and take a con-

tentious break as their reward! 

Whether students are choosing 

their writing topic, their plant for 

their project, the experiment they 

are doing, the book 

they are reading, or the order/

method of operation, choice is a 

motivator that will lead to suc-

cessful, confident, and happy 

behaviors. 
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The Torah is so pertinent and relevant, as is evident when teaching 

small children. There are so many lessons to be learned in each 

and every Parsha. 

There are count-

less opportunities 

to explore and 

learn new con-

cepts. For in-

stance, even in 

our youngest 

classes, students 

were able to learn 

the concept of 

opposites through 

Hashem’s crea-

tion of the world 

(ex: day/night, 

dark/light, sky/

water, birds in the 

sky/ fish in the wa-

ter, etc.). Our old-

er Early Childhood 

classrooms began 

count ing, se-

quencing and sorting using numbers one through seven and had a 

Bereishis Fair in their classrooms, where each day of creation served 

as a different hands-on center. During ךרשת נח, students learned all 

about “pairs” or 

“two’s” and be-

gan to differenti-

ate and sort ko-

sher and non-

kosher animals. 

We experienced 

the מתול in 

meaningful ways. 

T h e קשת 

(Hashem’s sign 

that He would never destroy the world by flood again) 

led to many color-related activities and songs.  ךרשת ל  ל 

introduces us to Avraham Avinu and Sarah Imeinu. Asked to leave their home for ארץ כנען, Avraham and 

Sarah were certainly true עתדי ה‘ . Our kindergarteners were asked to imagine or pretend that they 

themselves were Avraham or Sarah. Were they ready to listen to Hashem? Would they go where Hashem 

told them to? A resounding YES was the response. Each student was asked to bring three items that they 

Torah for Tots 



would bring on their Lech-Lecha journey at school. All of the children excitedly showed their items to their 

peers and explained why they had chosen them. Hashem loves תני ישראל (that’s us - as we teach the 

children) and His promise of the Yidden being as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand on the land 

was depicted through classroom activities and crafts. New songs are being learned each week in con-

junction with the Parsha and we ask that you engage your child in an age-appropriate Parsha discussion 

at the Shabbos table. Every child loves to shine! Oh, and don’t forget to write a mitzvah note so we can 

acknowledge their achievements at school! 
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Torah for Tots  
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Running Around for Rosh Chodesh  



ceived a prize, and all boys got 

a sour belt to remind us that this 

month is מרחשון, connected to 

the word “bitter”.  

Following the exciting game, the 

boys heard a story about a new 

kid who joined a class in a 

school. During recess, some 

mean boys in the class wanted 

to make the boy miserable, and 

dumped his briefcase out on the 

floor. Two other boys walked into 

the classroom and saw what 

happened. To save the new kid 

from getting embarrassed, they 

decided to empty their own 

briefcases as well, so that the 

new boy shouldn’t feel that it 

was just his that got spilled out. 

Later on in the day, the 5th 

through 8th grade gathered too, 

to have their Signature Hunt with 

even harder questions, such as 

“Who in Clifton Cheder wants 

 the most?” x__________,” or גלילה

“Who completed 5 סדרים of 

 ,X________.” Additionally ?משניות

Clifton Cheder, under the direc-

tion of our dynamic and talented 

Rabbi Shaya Leifer of our 2nd 

grade, celebrated Rosh Chodesh 

in two shifts in a most exciting 

way. 

Pre-1A through 4th grade boys 

gathered in our “beautiful and 

spacious 4 th  grade ball -

room.” (Thank you to all the 

fourth graders for taking their 

desks out of their classroom for 

the event.) We discussed the 

rules of our special Rosh Chodesh 

game, The Signature Hunt, and 

the boys ran to the Clifton Che-

der Sports Center to get started. 

The boys were divided into teams 

and each group – both individu-

ally and collectively – had to get 

the signatures of the person who 

fit the question on their sheets. 

Some of the questions were easy, 

such as “I am a כהן x_________” or 

“I once built a club house 

x__________.” But some were a bit 

harder, such as “My first and last 

name start with the same letter 

x__________,” or “I have three 

daughters: my oldest has three 

names, the second to oldest has 

two names and the next one has 

o n l y  o n e  n a m e 

x____________.” (Thank you Rabbi 

Wiederman for that question.) 

The winners of each grade re-

they had to unscramble 12 letters 

which spelled  to  ראש חדש מרחשון

complete their hunt. They all did 

a great job! The older boys got to 

hear the story, including a twist. 

When the Rebbe in the story real-

ized what a special thing the 

boys did, he took them to the 

principal to reward them for not 

embarrassing the new student. 

The principal then told them a 

story of someone he knew that 

became religious. He had always 

been embarrassed of a tattoo 

that he had on his arm and there-

fore he kept it covered. One day 

he was standing in front of a 

crowd of people and someone 

knocked into him, which caused 

his tattoo to get revealed. An old 

man in the crowd came over 

and uncovered a bandage on 

his arm revealing a tattoo of Hol-

ocaust numbers that he never 

showed anyone in order to save 

the other man from getting em-

barrassed!  

Special thanks to all of the Reb-

beim, Pre1A through 8th for their 

active participation in our Signa-

ture Hunts and super special 

thanks to Rabbi Leifer for creating 

and executing our Rosh Chodesh 

Assemblies. The Cheder is very 

lucky to have you aboard. 

Running Around For Rosh Chodesh  
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Elementary Experiences 
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Elementary Experiences 
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Spatial Learning Comes Alive  
Rabbis Wiederman and Plittman walked to the park in honor of ךרשת נח! No, they did not find a teiva in the 

park, but close! These boys went to see the actual size (which was 3 

football fields long!). The length is longer than the park was, but they 

were able to see and feel the width and height. The class stood at four 

corners of the park, representing the corners; and in each corner there 

were two balloons flying 60 feet into the air! This represented the height 

of the teiva! Wow! It really was a massive structure! A box, not a boat. 

Our Pre1Aers got to feel how big it was when they were trying to talk (or 

yell) from one side of 

the teiva to the oth-

er and the boys 

couldn’t hear one 

another. It was a 

great experience!  

since ultimately only He 

can make it rain. After 

listening to a great story 

titled The Mushroom in 

the Rain by Mirra Gins-

burg, it became evident 

that even some of our 

youngest learners under-

stand the importance of 

rain. Suddenly, the 

kinderlach were trans-

formed into “scientists,” as we 

engaged in a hands-on rain-

cloud experiment. Using water 

(as the atmosphere) and shaving 

c r e a m 

(as the 

clouds), 

we used 

droppers 

of col-

ored wa-

ter to 

carefully 

saturate 

t h e 

With the Yomim Tovim behind us, 

it was time to celebrate Rosh 

Chodesh Cheshvan in our Early 

Childhood classrooms. “Mashiv 

Haruach U’morid Ha’geshem” 

came to life in the Early Child-

hood classrooms through move-

ment and singing. The children 

enthusiastically participated in 

age-appropriate discussions 

about rain, where it comes from 

and worked together to brain-

storm a long list of ways that rain 

helps us live. We learned that we 

ask/daven to Hashem for rain, 

clouds with water. When the 

“clouds” could no longer hold 

water, it began to rain (in the 

cups). There was so much ex-

citement in the classrooms as 

our little scientists closely ob-

served how they made it rain. 

Since Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 

coincided with Parshas Noach, 

we were thrilled to use different 

colors in our raincloud experi-

ment and enjoyed predicting 

which new color would emerge 

next! 

Chodesh Cheshvan Is Here! 
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was much better. I think this 

was a wonderful experience 

for the whole school and look 

forward to other activities to 

come.  

Behind the Scenes at our Elec-

tion Offices  

Election Day was in the air. 

The excitement could be 

heard throughout the school. 

Which treat would be chosen 

as the treat for Clifton Che-

der? 

The 7th and 8th graders were 

asked to choose a party, the 

Ice Pop Party or the Cookie 

Party. After choosing they 

were given instructions on 

what they needed to do to get 

their treat to be voted for on 

Election Day.  

Each party had to come up with 

a speech, a chant, and signs to 

p o s t 

around the school. Then they 

had to go around to all the 

By: Aryeh Shapiro 

Grade 6 

This past month there was a 

school wide election. There were 

two parties, the 

cookies and the 

ice pops. The 

two parties had 

to write speech-

es and present-

ed it to all the 

classes. Both par-

ties made songs 

and posters. The 

parties put up 

the posters all 

over the school. 

The day before 

the election the 

fifth and sixth 

grade took a 

poll. I think cookies are going to 

win. I think the ice pop speech 

was better, but the cookie’s song 

grades from Pre-1A boys and girls 

to the 6th grade and discuss with 

them why each student should 

vote for them on Election Day.  

Each and every member of the 

ice pop and cookie party rose to 

the challenge and the students in 

Pre-1A through 6th enjoyed the 

campaign visits. 

The 4th, 5th, and 6th graders 

came up with questions to ask at 

our debate to see who should be 

voted for.  

The 5th and 6th graders went 

around to all the grades to get a 

poll of who the students will be 

voting for. They discovered that 

the race was very close.  

By the time Election Day came 

up, each and every student and 

staff member was able to submit 

their ballot. A special private vot-

ing booth was set up and I VOTED 

TODAY stickers 

were given to 

all partici-

pants. 

It was a tough 

race - and a 

very close 

one. But all 

election even-

tually come to 

a close. And 

the winner was 

delicious Ice 

Pops, distribut-

ed to every 

student on 

Wednesday. 

And the Winner Is… (continued from page 1) 
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Welcome to the Cheder Family 
- Welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Cherkez and their Nursery son, Hudi. Mrs. Cherkez has taken on the role of 

3rd grade General Studies Teacher. We wish her much הצלחה. 

- Welcome to our newest Toddler student, Emma Rodionov. 

 פרנסי היום
Thank you to the ךרנס היום sponsors who 

dedicated the Cheder’s davening & learning: 

- Mr. and Mrs. Allen Levit: א תשרי“י  - October 13th 

in memory of Sasha Minka bas Mordechai ה“ע , 

aunt of Mrs. Levit, upon her Shloshim. 

- Dr. and Mrs. Alex Kushnir: דראש חדש חשון‘ א  - 

November 1st for a Refuah Shelaimah for Shlomo 

Yaakov ben Sarah Rivka. 

Mazel Tov To..  
- Mr. and Mrs. Yehuda Polakoff on the birth of 

twins. 

- Rabbi and Mrs. Michoel Shapiro on the birth of 

a boy. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Elchanon Gelb on the upsherin of 

Binyomin. 

- Morah Chaya Leah Landsberg (Kindergarten 

Morah) on her engagement to Shmuel Gleiber-

man. 

- Rabbi Daniel and our former Early Childhood 

Director Mrs. Rivkah Isaacs, on the engagement 

of our former Morah Kayla to Chaim Abro-

mowitz. 

Thank You To.. 
- Mr. and Mrs. Elchanon Gelb for donating a 

book to Morah Ruthie’s Nursery class in honor of 

Binyomin’s 3rd birthday. 

 





  

Rabbi Yehudah Leib Alter 


